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I hope that the House of Representatives will
act to fund all these critical activities before
it returns home for recess.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Venezuela-United States
Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty With Documentation

March 27, 1998

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and con-
sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Treaty between the Government
of the United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the Republic of Venezuela on Mutual
Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters, signed at
Caracas on October 12, 1997. I transmit also,
for the information of the Senate, the report
of the Department of State with respect to the
Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of modern mu-
tual legal assistance treaties being negotiated by
the United States for the purpose of countering
criminal activities more effectively. The Treaty
should be an effective tool to assist in the pros-
ecution of a wide variety of modern criminals,
including those involved in terrorism, other vio-
lent crimes, drug trafficking, and money laun-
dering and other white collar crime. The Treaty
is self-executing, and will not require new legis-
lation.

The Treaty provides for a broad range of co-
operation in criminal matters. Mutual assistance
available under the Treaty includes: (1) locating
or identifying persons or items; (2) serving docu-
ments; (3) taking testimony or statements of per-
sons; (4) transferring persons in custody, or per-
sons subject to criminal proceedings, for testi-
mony or other purposes; (5) providing docu-
ments, records, files, and articles of evidence;
(6) executing requests for searches and seizures;
(7) assisting in proceedings related to immo-
bilization and forfeiture of assets, restitution, and
collection of fines; (8) executing procedures in-
volving experts; and (9) any other form of assist-
ance appropriate under the laws of the Re-
quested State.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Treaty and give
its advice and consent to ratification.

WILLIAM |. CLINTON

The White House,
March 27, 1998.

Videotaped Remarks to Tracey Brown From Cape Town, South Africa

March 27, 1998

Tracey, I wish you could have been with us
when we heard President Rawlings in Ghana,
President Museveni in Uganda, talking about
your father and how much he did for Africa
and how much he did to bring America and
Africa in closer contact. And of course, on Satur-
day in Johannesburg, we dedicated the Ron
Brown Commercial Center—your mom was
there—to your dad’s memory. His legacy will
live on here because the center will promote
economic progress and individual empowerment
and democracy.

456

Let me say that I've actually read your book
from start to finish, and I loved it. And your
daddy would be proud of it. And it's just sort
of sassy and braggy enough to be right where
he was. [Laughter] So I hope you sell a zillion
copies. You certainly deserve it, and I'm very,
very proud of you.

NOTE: These remarks were videotaped at approxi-
mately 5:05 p.m. in the library at the Cape Grace
Hotel, to congratulate Ms. Brown on the publica-
tion of her biography of her father, “The Life and
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